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Battl eship New Jersey Volunteers Awarded
On November 2, 2009, 45 volunteers, along with Home Port Alliance staff members of Battleship New Jersey,
gat hered at the Chapel of Four Chaplains in Philadel
Award is presented fAiin recognition of your service t
all Americans and for all time the unity of this Nat

Along with Battleship New Jersey volunteers, also honored was Master Chief Scott Ruhle, USN, son of Harry
Ruhle, Supervisor of Battleship New Jersey Maintenance and restoration volunteers.

Master Chief Ruhle is currently in his twergixth year of active service in the US Navy. When he is on
shore, he often volunteers in service to youth and seniors in the community, and he has also volunteered aboard the
Battleship New Jersey. Scott recently returned from his sixth deployment aboard his shyeblS@DG-88).
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PRESENTATION OF THE LEGION OF HONOR AWARD

No tradition of American society is more precious to, or characteristic of, our culture than that of voluntary
reaching out to neighbors in need. Such selfless service is part of both our civic and our religious heritage.

The Chapel of Four Chaplains, a national4poofit organization, is founded upon one shining manifestation
of our heritage that of four Army Chaplains who, after giving their life jackets to soldiers who had none, linked
arms with one another and went down with the USAT DORCHESTER, after it was torpedoed on February 3, 1943.

This historical event began at Torpedo Junction, thmat infested, icy water of the North Atlantic during
World War Il. On January 23, 1943, the USAT DORCHESTER, an old coastal steamer quickly pressed into military
service, left New York Harbor bound for Greenland. The DORCHESTER was escorted by three Coast Guard cut-
ters. Two patrolled the flanks, the third, the TAMPA, was 3,000 yards out front.

Most of the men were seasick and green with nausea. The weather was bitterly cold viiticgalénds,

Ice began building up on the decks, slowing the DORCHESTER to ten knots.

Moving among them were four Army Chaplains: George L. Fox, Alexander D, Goode, Clark V. Poling, and
John P. Washington. The Chaplains talked with and listened to thée seething apprehensions, offering encour-
agement, sharing jokes. By their concern and their comraderie with the men and on another, they brought solace.

On February 2, 1943, the TAMPAOGs sonar detected t
the periphery of the convoy, but failed to find the
patrol areas up front, and the other ships followed.

The captain ordered the men to sleep in their clothing, with lifejackets close at hand. They were only 150
miles from Greenland, With daylight, there would be air cover from the American base.

It was just after midnight on February 3, 1943. An enemy submarine fired a torpedo toward the DORCHES-
TERG6s fl ank. The missile exploded in the boiler roo
clouds of steam and ammonia gas. Many on board died instantly; some were trapped below deck. Others, jolted
from their bunks, gropd and stumbled their way to the decks of the stricken vessel. Taking on water rapidly, the ship
began listing to starboard.

Overcrowded lifeboats capsized; rafts drifted away before anyone could reac them. Men clung to the rails,
frozen with fear, unable to let go and plunge into the dark, churning water far below.

The testimony of survivors tells us that the sole order and the only fragment of hope in this chaos came from
the Four Chaplains, who calmly guided men to their boat stations. They opened a storage locker and distributed life-
jackets. Then they coaxed men, frozen with fear, over the side. Soon the supply of lifejackets was exhausted. Sev-
eral survivors report watching in awe as the Four Chaplains either gave away or forced upon other young men their
own lifejackets.

These four men of God had given away their only means of saving themselves in order to save others. The
chaplains gathered together, and led the men around them in a prayer and a hymn. They linked their arms together
the slant of the deck became severe. And just that way, with their arms linked in brotherhood and their heads bowed
in prayer, they sank beneath the waves.

It was an heroic act. It was not the only heroic act aboard the DORCHESTER, but it was especially signifi-
cant because of the identity of these four young men: two Protestants, a Catholic, and a Jew.

Today, as it has these many years, The Chapel of Four Chaplains serves the memory of these brave men, ar
carries their message of interfaith cooperation and selfless service to every part of the country.

To recognize and encourage acts of volunteerism, brotherhood, and sacrifice among Americans of every age
and station of life, the Chapel established the Legion of Honor Prograniegion of Honor Award is given in
recognition of exceptional selfless service on the part of an individual which contributes to theimglbf his or
her community, and to a spirit of interfaith cooperation.
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George L. Fox Alexander D. Goode Clark V. Poling John P. Washington
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HISTORIC NAVAL SHIPS ASSOCIATION ??
CITATION |
SHIP
MAINTENANCE, PRESERVATION, EXHIBITION
AWARD
TO
THE BRASS TEAM

It is a distinct honor and pleasure on behalf of the membership of the Historic Naval Ships

Association to present the Ship Maintenance, Preservation, Exhibition Award to the Brass

Team, Battleship NEW JERSEY, Camden, NJ. The Team was established when the
battleship opened as a museum in 2001. They hayv
Navy can still astound people. Members of the team travel long distances to participate in

sending their weekends polishing fixtures throughout the entire ship. Over the past year,

in addition to their routine duties, the Brass Team took on two additional projects.

The Team expertly restored a sixty year old compensating binnacle which had arrived in

very poor condition. Four months of intensive labor by the volunteer Brass Team made the

binnacle and its compass fully functional and a dramatic object to be seen. They rescued
compass parts for a ship destined for scrapping and contacted and involved the original
manufacturer, Baker, Lyman and Company of New Orleans that supplied needed parts at

no cost. The binnacle is now a premium museum object for all to study and to learn about
for generations to come.

Secondly, the Brass Team of battleship NEW JERSEY provided an example of
inter-museum ship cooperation. Ten members cross the Delaware River to assist the
Independence Seaport Museum, Philadelphia, in restoring the brass rails on the bridge deck
and pilot house of USS OLYMPIA, a charter member of HNSA. Staff and volunteers of
OLYMPIA had restored the pilot house area. They needed help in completing the bright
work prior to opening it on the anniversary of the Battle of Manila Bay. With an invitation
extended by OLYMPI A6s manager, Jesse Lebovics
NEW JERSEY Brass Team accepted the challenge to help the neighboring historic naval
ship. The Team made those railings shine for the grand dedication ceremony. The effort
perfectly illustrates that all of those in the ship preservation field, even if working a different
ship, are in the same boat and capable of helping one another when the need arises.

) a

It is an honor to salute the Brass Team of Battleship NEW JERSEY. They definitely set a
Ashiningo example for all aof ne<
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William N. Tunfiell, Jr. President
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HNSA Award for the Battleship New Je

Those attending the HNSA Award ceremony, and seen in attendance on the facing page, are volunteers
Nan LacCort e, Ed Hamilton, Frank Ob6Keef e, Ri ch Valenz
Kowszun for providing photos from the HNSA presentation, and volunteer Rich Thrash for the photos seen on
these pages ofhe Jerseyman.

Those volunteer Brass Team members that were unable to attend the award ceremony were Rich
Thrash, Vera Tierno, Charlie Spinneta, Dave Ratciffe, Sue Ratcliffe, Bruce Frey, Lew Murchison, Mike Cauto,
Matt Cummings, and Mark Herman. In remembrance, we fondly include our wonderful shipmate, and Brass
Team member, Kurt Cheesman, who left us in 2008.
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Helping restore brass aboard
USS Olympi&

Article and photos courtesy of
Volunteer Richard Thrash
March 28, 20099

Today the Brass Team crossed the Delaware to the Cruiser Olympia
and to do fa Theteamhas vopueotderedstdrgo abgpard and
polish up brass railings and other it
beautifully reconstructed Pilot Hous&he photos here show our team results
at what we do bestpolishing brass!

The USS Ol ympiads restoration tea
Pilot House area, and it was
opened it to the public on Miy
1st, a date marking the 111t
Anniversary of the Battle of
Manila Bay- where USS
Olympiaserved as Admiral
Dewey's flagship.

We worked hard to
make sure her brass would
bright, and to proudly displa
111 years of American naval
history in USSOlympia.




